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^r# _fhllip Geylin 
editorial Hago Editor 
The Wacjhington ijost 
1515 L St#, IW * 

Washington, D#C# 

hear Hr. Geyiin, 

Your offer of a 1000-word piece is a fair remedy for the unintended harm the 
Post did me* I appreciate it. After we spoke yesterday and before I wrote the piece 
last night, there were signs of what I take to be an official campaign to capture 
the public mind. Including this may well have made what we discussed exceed the space 
you offered, (iiy wife is noir retyping the piece and I do not know its length.) If it 

is too long, please feel free to cut it however you see fit. You need not consult me. 

I have no question about the Post's intent ana have no doubt that the errors were 

entirely typographical and due to a desire to in ke speedy rectification. 


Bearing much on what I suggest in this piece is your tiiis morning* s piece by 
vlin Yee (whose reporting has, I believe, be. n conspicuously excellent). There was no 
need to d., lay release of the Jackson autopsy feport for two weeks# It served only to 
let the well-reported official lie sink into the public ana media mind and to have it 
endlessly repeated. As with Attica and the allegation of cut throats, this lie immediately 
formed media opinion. As with -.ttiea, also falsely, One of the inevitable consequences id 
ks xx% your editorial to which I responded, The press simply can't catch up with official 
misuse of it. Returning to the Jackson autopsy, it would require truly exceptional 
circumstances for the entry and exit wounds not to havo been immediately and accurately 
identified from visual examination. Ptni? the most part, they have different charact eristics# 
kntry wound3 are smaller, the flesh around them is burned. They turn the fibres of clothing 
Inward# And this clothing appears not to have been availablo to the prosector# It is hard 
for one with my experience to pp&ard all of tliis as innocent error# While I pretend no 
specific knowledge of the Jackson case, I venture to suggest that if you over see that 
autopsy, you will find a bruise mark consistent with a blow tliat would have knocked the 
upper part of his body downward ana tnat the path of the bullet through the body will be 
consistent with his 1 laving been shot from not very far away# 

1 also venture to suggest tliat, as with the Warren xC eport, when the results of 
the official and ex parte investigations of Jan Quentin and Attica finally appear, long 
after tilings nave cooled, they will be of such a character that the press just will not 
find it possible to analyze them, to spot and report their defects and deficiencies, will 
not have access to tiiat upon which they are allegedly based, ana tnat by the time any of 
these requisites of comprehensive reporting are availablo, the stories will no longer 
be news. Jut hie reports will be, and will get major attention# 

The only possibility of fuller reporting thus is restricted to special articles 
ana the editorial and op ed pages# But here also the opportunities aro limited oy the 
realities of newspaper life, one being tiiat you can't have experts on such meters on 
your staffs and official sources are not to be trusted# The net result is that the press 
as boxed in and for all practical purposes finds it impossible to perform its traditional 
role in our society# ^mother of the realities is tiiat it comes not to trust those wiio 
question the official stories# And soon we are nuts or pariahs# 
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j-liio is not to 3ay that there has not been irresponsible criticism of government, 
but even that irresponsibility does not exceed government's. In my own case, there has 
been no serious allegation of error, none to my face. Percy Foreman, for example, after 
flying from Houston to «ew York City for a TV show, fled the* studio rather than confront 
me on his record in the Aing/ftay case. Four Warren Commission lawyers haa sought and 
been granted a syndicated TV show, but all declined to appear when thoy learned they 
would face me. They v/ould not appear in even a gangup. 

ohould you ever want to discuss any of my work with me, I would welcome the 
opportunity. 1 would especially welcome an airing of the Justice -department record 
in all of these matters. It is incredible. Where the White nouse chided the. Post and 
the x imes for not resorting to the Freedom of Information Act, when I did, in the 
three cases that have gone to court there were lies without end and three perjuries. 

When I charged two ot them in court papers, there was not even pro forma denial. In 
the first case, Kleindienst denied having the public evidence 1 sought, even though 
his Department iiad originated it and had then confiscated the only official copy out 
of its ossession, that of the British court. Ultimately, I did get access to what I 
could identify, and it is inconsistent with the allegations in Memphis. This official 
attitude toward the law and justice 1 very much fear will fuel the flames, recruit 
for t-ie militants, who see no alternative to flames, and compounds the feeling of 
futility and frustration I have found on every campus on wliich I have appeared, in 
every seminar I nave conducted, and on every talk; show on which iyf have appeared. 

In one case, when government counsel was asked to cite the law he alleged was 
being enforced, a requirement ol applicability of the claimed exemption under the 
Freedom of Information Act, and there was none, none being possible, he said there 
had to be a natural law or some kind of law, and on this was sustained by Judge Sirica. 
In this case, as with the Ray appeal I cite, I have the transcript. 1 can also provide 
Judge Williams on tape. 

If ^ you nave any questions of fact, please ask me. One that occurs is my reference 
to Oswald o legal rights. You have my Whitewash in your library. I liave an entire 
chapter on this. 

Shmuld you ever consider a case study of a jail, I recommend Row 0 r i eans> where 
there is a Washington angle in wliat happened to a Washington student wrongly arrested 
during, as 1 recall, the 1970 kardi Oras. If your stringer, Dave Snyder, does not recall 
thab case, I am certain tliat Warren uardelle, the librarian of both papers, can supply 
their extensive coverage. 

In any event, thank you very much for this fair opportunity. I hone the submission 
suits you. 


Sincerely, 


llurold Weisberg 


